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&lt;p&gt;Since their inception, tower defense games have carved out a global nic

he in the vast world of online gaming. They began as an offshoot of real-time st

rategy games, but soon evolved into standalone, often complex and multi-layered 

online strategy games with an impressive following across all age groups.&lt;/p&

gt;
&lt;p&gt;Tower defense games derive their name from their integral goal of defen

ding a specific base or territory from invading forces, typically by strategical

ly placing and upgrading towers. Heralded by some as the poster child of online 

strategy gaming, free tower defense games exploded in popularity after their int

roduction in popular strategy games like Starcraft and Warcraft 3, albeit as add

itional level maps at the time.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Disheartened by the modest success of their initial efforts, game devel

opers persisted in their quest to improve and innovate upon existing ideas, resu

lting in significant improvements in gameplay mechanics, graphics, sound design,

 and overall immersion. The result was the evolution of classic tower defense ga

mes online into complex, immersive, and inherently replayable versions like the 

popular Storm the House.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;What types of free tower defense games are there?&lt;/p&gt;
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